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Health care in Russia was frustrat-
ing. “The doctors said ‘Oh, you're still
young. You can have another kid,” “
said Zigelboym.

It was at that time the family decid-
ed to leave, for Susana’s sake.

Ina, Arkady, Susana and Ina’s
mother, Sofia, applied to the U.S. Em-
bassy in Moscow for a visa.

“Leaving the country was the most
horrible experience in my life,” said
Grodzinsky. No one knew if the U.S.
would take them or if Russia would
allow them to leave.

With no family in America, a spon-
sor was needed. Grodzinsky's brother
was in Italy at the time, going to the
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about damage to her hands.

“Your hands were just covered
with lead and emulsion,” she said. She
was told she wouldn’t be able to feel
the glass with gloves on.

eanwhile, Zigelboym worked at
pet clinics. He had been a veterinari-
an before opening the department
store in Russia, while learning about
dental technology from his sister, a
dentist, in his spare time.

He eventually decided to go back to
school to become a registered respi-
ratory therapist.

After four years of school, Zigel-
boym started work at Truman Med-
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